GRADUATE STUDENT COUNCIL

BRAINSTORMING SESSION / PIZZA PARTY
October 4, 2006

I. Our next council meeting will be November 1, 2006.  

a. Time and location TBA

b. Issues to be addressed

i. Library hours

ii. Parking

iii. Health insurance

iv. Guest speaker

II. The general consensus is that the GSC needs to focus on:

a. Improved communication/publicity of meetings and events.

b. Being a stronger presence on campus.

III. Through conversational brainstorming, the following ideas were presented:

a. Guest speaker

i. Informative session on the process of selecting and applying to doctoral programs
ii. Informative session featuring prominent professors from a variety of departments to speak on their recent publications or current research projects

b. Host a local band to perform on campus
c. Sponsor a debate 

d. Host social event at a local venue(for example, a popular bar) instead of in the union.  The location itself might draw a bigger crowd.  Perhaps a grad student discount could be negotiated at that venue for the event.
e. Sponsor an April Fool’s Day competition

f. Participate in community service

i. Clothes drive, canned food drive(perhaps with departmental competition)

ii. Adopt a family or Christmas

iii. Brian is experienced in organizing these types of events

g. Print and sell GSC t-shirts

i. Ted can probably negotiate a very good deal with a printing co. he has previously worked with.

h. Focus publicity/communication at graduate assistants by putting fliers in GA mailboxes for all of our events

